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Denis Haller |Zug - Switzerland | +41 79 900 22 11  | denis@ddhaller.com 

19 OCT 19 

REF:  MIKE MANSFIELD 

To whom it may concern,  

It is with great pleasure that I provide this letter and my strongest possible endorsement for AOT 

Holdings’ former Global Chief Operating Officer (COO), and my personal Friend, Mike Mansfield. I was 

excited earlier this year when we successfully sold AOT Holding to a new investor but saddened to 

know that with the sale, our Chief Executive Suite would be disbanded. The last few years were the 

hardest in AOT’s 72 year history and if it was not for Mikes unique skill set, wisdom, leadership, and his 

ability to remain calm under pressure, we might have lost the company after experiencing an 

unprecedented market downturn and at the same time, having the majority shareholder pushing to 

exit the commodity space.   

Mike’s management style is extremely personal and he is the definition of a leader-mentor. He is the 

only person within the company who traveled to every office location and was known by everyone as 

an executive who would not only lead but listen. As a hands-on administrator, and one who was not 

restrained by titles, Mike had the ability to speak to senior government & business officials one day and 

then travel halfway across the world to board a ship the next.  

AOT is a global company that relies on a diverse pool of human capital. Mike is unique in his ability to 

be respected by everyone in every country he worked in and was always able to gain their trust. I 

witnessed this first hand and not just from our multinational corporate office but also in Russia, Poland, 

Mongolia, China, and Singapore to name just a few.  

Mike is an outstanding COO and would be an excellent CEO or Board of Directors member. I wish him 

only the best and I know he will be an incredibly positive force in his next endeavor. If you need more 

information, please feel free to reach out to me.  

Sincerely Yours, 

 

r 
 
D. Haller 
CEO - AOT HOLDING LTD (Oct’12 – Jun’19) 







Mark W. Dobbins  

 11714 Monica Lane 
  Houston, TX  77024 

To Whom It May Concern 

I am writing on behalf of Mike Mansfield, who has been a professional colleague and 
personal friend for twenty years. My own professional experience has been as an 
engineer and then later an executive leading commodity trading teams at Koch Supply & 
Trading, where I concluded as an Executive Vice President. Mike is one of the most 
multifaceted people that I know, and he has experiences that few others in the 
commodities field have. I am pleased to share some of my impressions of Mike with you. 

When I first met Mike, I knew immediately that there was something different and 
fascinating about him. He has shown that he has the ability to move and attach with a 
wide variety of people who differ by occupation and demographic. He is comfortable 
connecting with colleagues such as transportation specialists, firefighters, law 
enforcement and Special Operations service people. There is no job or task below him. 
Most of the job activities that he manages are roles that he has actually performed, so 
he has great depth of understanding. Because of these experiences, he displays a 
Servant-Leader-Mentor mentality in the best sense. He also moves with ease in his 
dealings with those at his executive level in both business and military/government 
environments. I believe that all of these are possible because Mike is able to legitimately 
gain and maintain trust from those he engages with. In my nearly 40 year professional 
career, I have never met anyone else who has this particular combination of skills and 
experiences. 

Traits that also define him are loyalty, a passion to do excellent work and a seriousness 
about achieving success for his team. He has high curiosity, which is difficult to teach. 
And he has a heart for people in genuine need. I’ve seen him deploy multiple times to 
war zones around the world, as well as to respond to disaster situations in Japan 
(Fukushima) and Bangladesh (hurricane devastation). He does so not out of obligation 
but from a desire to serve. But the most impactful thing that I know about Mike is how 
his military colleagues feel about him. I have heard Navy SEALS tell me that they know 
that their mission will be successful if Mike is there to provide the analysis, contingency 
planning, emotional IQ and intelligence execution in real time. Very few of us have the 
knowledge that accomplished people would truly trust us with their lives. This says so 
much about what I know about Mike. I would recommend him without reservation. 

I would be happy to discuss further if useful. I can be reached at (713) 825-
8643 or mdobbins839@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

Mark W. Dobbins 
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Jill Eschman

1932 Norfolk Street

Houston, TX 77098

30 December, 2019

To Whom It May Concern,

It is my pleasure and honor to provide this letter of recommendation for Mike Mansfield

who I have known for over 15 years as a professional colleague and friend. My
background is Director of Business Development and Operations for Koch Supply &

Trading, a role from which I recently retired.

Mike and I worked together at Koch Supply & Trading. At the time, I was Global

Operations Director and Mike was reporting directly to me as Scheduling Supervisor.

Mike was my worldwide expert operations "go-to" guy when complicated issues needed

to be resolved. His extensive experience globally across all modes of transportation and

across all commodities is truly unique and he leverages his knowledge extremely well.

He is effective as a creative problem solver because he proactively listens, works to
understand the root causes of an issue and is passionate about seeking the best
alternatives for solutions working together with co-workers or externally as needed.

Mike is honest, dependable and incredibly hard-working (24/7). He actively seeks

challenges and opportunities to further develop his skills. He can communicate and work

effectively with different types of people - from terminal personnel to traders to

government officials. He is respectful yet confident, forceful when appropriate,

compassionate when needed.

Mike is a team player - freely sharing his knowledge and experience to assist co-workers
in their development. He is a solid mentor/coach and always willing to teach others or
provide help when needed.

I truly enjoyed working with Mike and I am confident that he will bring value to your
organization in a leadership position. I recommend him highly.

Please feel free to contact me should you wish to discuss Mike's qualifications and/or

capabilities further.

Best wishes.

Eschman

713-240-3903

Jill@eschmantx.com




